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To the Right 
of. England Aſſembled at Weſtminſter. 
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1p: | 
An Anſwer of the Worſted Weaver: of the City of | 
Norwich, and the County of Norfolke, to the Re= . 
plyes of the Wooll-( ombers. E 

& - 


Otwithſtanding the unjuſt and falſe Informations -74 
$ of the Wooll-Combers , whereby they labour te | 
to caſt a Milt before the eyes of this Honorable | 
Parliament, by miſrepreſenting our caſe , that 
fo they may bee left at liberty to deceive the 
Common-wealth,and wholly overthrow trade; 
and not betyed by any Rule , but walke accor- 
ding to their owne Wills : Therefore they 
take the boldneſle to anticipate the Parliament 
vy condemning thoſe juſt deſires which wee the Worſted Wavers of 
Norwich and IWoFolke , have offered for the Regulation of a Trade of 
{uch great Importanceto this Common- wealth ; they laying to our 
Charge, | That it is a Monopoly ; Oppreſſive to thouſands of people, deſtru- 
thive to Trade, illegall, and aiming at an arbitrary power ts our ſelves 
over the Wooll-Comber , and not for the publick, god; | A heavy 
Charge could it bee proved : butif wee can quit our telves before 
your Honours of this unjuſt charge, and make it appear that the Wool- 
Comber in his conſtant praice 1s the moſt diſhonelt , uncon!cienable, 
deceitful, and the greateſt oppreſſor of the poore { that we know of ) 
that uſeth any Trade in this Common-wealth ; and that their falſe and 
deceitfull dealing in making;and {elling yarne defective, hath beene the 
undoing of very many of the trade. of Worſted Weavers ; then wee 
hope this Parliament will by a Law confirme to us thoſe good and anci- 

ent cultomes which we have always bad and praftiled, without Whica 
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the whole Trade of Worſted Weavers mult bee wholly ruined and o= 
verthrowne, and thereby the poore of theſe Counties left without im- 
ployment ; as we ſhall ſufficiently mare it appeare z and wee can but 
wonder, that the Wooll. Combers dare take ſuch a latitude of Printing 
and Publiſhing ſuch manifeſt untruths to the view of the world as they 
doe ; but that we know that they who make no conſcience of deceit in 
their praQiiſe, will nake but little {cruple in defending it by words. 

]. Their firit Realon is, [' The poore Sprnſter muſt ([pinne f wrikore 
thouſand threds for but fox Pllings.] We anſwer, that it ſix {hllngs 
be not enough for ſo much worke , why doe they notgive them more? 
They {utther lay, [ /F ihe S inter miſtake but in 02e thread in [7 maxy 
the whole 15 brought under ayeralty. | Wee Anſwer, this 1s wholly 
falſe; for the groſle of yarne is dirtinguifhed into Reele-Rayes and 
Leas ; every Reele-(taffe containing fourteen Leas ; and wee diſcover 
the defe@ by telling the threads ina Lea which is torty, ( if it bee true 
recled :) But their corltant practice 1s to fell us yarne for true, which 
wanteth ordinarily 8, 10, and ſometimes 20 threads in 40; and yet this 
3s not all we ſuffer by them, but in the. length of the Reele allo, wanting 
Tencrally three, four, or five 1::iches , which 1s thenmth or tenth part 
more ; and when wee diſcover this great deceit , we do. not (as they 
falſely charge us) ſcize the whole groſſe, but the Reele-ſtaves ſo - 
found defective, either in length or tale ; and therefore they have no 
cauſeto charge us with the ſeizing of a whole grofſe for one thread, 
but are confident we never yet ſeized a grolle of yarne for wanting but 
500 threads ; and yet the common Inſtrument on which the parne is 
Reeled, is male ſo at firſt as they are a fall yara about, and rurne fo 
ccrtaine, as that a Childe of eight yeares old may reele it right without 
telling the threads, and cannot doe. otherwiſe but on fet purpole to 
deceive: io that whatthey call a miſtake, 1s indeed and in truth a mani» 
felt deccit.; and this deceit is r:at onely the fault of the Spirſter, but of. 
the Comber; and thus it doth appeare : When the C- mber puts out 
his pound of w ooll tothe Spinſter, he tells her {hee mult make ſo many 
Reele ſtaves of it ; when asthe wooll 1s fo courte as ſhee cannot draw 
it to ſuch a number, yet to pleate the Comber: thee 1s conſtrained to 
reele it falſe both in length and tale to make up the number of Reele- 
faves, for there lyes his profit in the number of Reel-ſtaves , whether 
be ſelleth it by the groſle, or by the pound ; and herein is the VVeavers. 
great loſſc, when there is not the full length and tale of threads, for 
according to the numder of Reele-ſtaves in a pound, fois the price. 
more or lefle : Now, the Comber doth ſell us according to this Rule a 
erofle of yarne, when indeed it wanteth a fourth part', and ſometimes 
g*>i»d 14 this neceflitates the VVeaver to make his Stuffes 
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deceitiully. We ſay,to have our Yarn Recled and {old by length and tale, 
is according to the conſtant praftile of all ages; [This they ſay i5nntrae} 
and then they fiye to other parts of the Common- wealth, We Anſwer, 
Why doe they not go to thole places toſell their yain ? But we offer it 
to all the world, whether it was ever knowne or praQiled in Nor- 
wich and Norfolk t > buy and (ell Yarne that is greaſie, jn any other 
way than by length and tale,as is now deſired,or elfe why did the Suffolk 
Combers conforme to the fame Rule when they came to ſeeka trade 
amongl(t us, which 1s not much above forty years lince, 

II, To the ſecond Reaſon, which is, [' That we may fſal/ifie their 
yarne after ſeizure.) We again challenge them to prove that ever it 
was done 3 and we hope our {worne men are more honett and juſt : 
| and ttvely wee heartily with the Combers would have beene 1o ho- 
nelt (as they ought ) that wee might not have had ſuch juit cauſe of 
complaint againtt them as now we have. { They ſay we may pull 
out a thread, | out canhiot tay that ever it was{one ; but we ſay and will 
make it good, that they doe trequently deceive us; and when wee doe 
diſcover it, they refuſe to make us fatisfaRion , and this their falle dea- 
lidg is the cauſe of all this trouvle. 

ITI. To their third Reaſon, where they ſay , [| tee wen!d make our 
ſelves Jmrates and Judges, gnd takg the Fine to our ſelves, | Wee An- 
{wer : We worder they dare charge us with this, when as chey know 
before our Honourable Committee, and at ſeverallother times wee 
have offered them that halfe the Jury ſhould be Combers : and this 
they ſay, [_ is but atrap to delude them, and make them their owe exe- 
cutioners and betrayers, and therefore much worſe ; it being a Maxime, 
No man ts bound to betray himſelfe,] By whichit is cleare, they haze 
of late had ſolarge a profit by their talſe dealing, as that now they op- 
poſe any law to puniſh it either by them{clves or others; and for the 
Fines let. them be diſpoſed as the Parliament pleaſe, although it be no 
more than we have formerly had, and the Law allowes in other caſes, 
as bet weenthe Tanners and the Cord wainers, And whereas they lay, 
| It is 45 fit the Parliament ſheuld make the bujers of ſuffe Jarates, | 
We an{wer, that when they doe finde that wee deccivethe buyer a 
fourth patt of his meaſure ( as they trequently deale with us ) and 

. that our Wardens ſhall ſeale twenty yards or ſtuffe for a piece, 

which {ſhould be 27. to which they are ſworne, we being thercunto 
impowred by the Statute of Eqdw. 4.c,7, andnever was neglected till 
the Combers ranne into ſuch extravagant courſes of talſe Recling their 
ya N for theſe ſeven yeareslaſt paſt, and till wee be inavled with power 
as formerly to remedy this ſo great aa evill, it is impoſlivle wee 
{hould make our Stuffs to their former goodnefie, fo as they may ec 
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the ſeale, and be good for the Common- wealth. 

In their fourth Reaſon they ſay, [_ T hat as the Y Yooll- grower is not 
puniſhed for the V Vooll-winders faults, ſo ſhonld not the Comber fer 
the Spinſters fault] We Anſwer, that if the Wooll-grower and the 
Wooll- winder do compact and agree together that the fieeces of Wool! 
be wound up ſo deceitfully as that a great part thereof bee ſtones and 
dirt, and the Wool-grower (cllthis for good and true wound Wool, and 
the Combver diſcover this deceit, wee beleeve bee will looke for a re- 
compence from the wooll-grower ( as well he may ) and this is the trne 
ſtate of the caſe between them and us ; forthe Comber and the Spin- 
ſter do many times compact and agree together in making up their yarn 
ſhort and falſe, to deceive the weaver ; and therefore as the Law does- 
provide a knowne wooll- winder that ſo the Comber bee not deceived 
in his wooll; ſo we delirea Law as formerly wee have had to prevent 
the deceit of the Comver. I 

V. Intheir fift Reaſon they ſay, | Ve may make yarne cur ſelves a; 
they doe , if wee thinte good, and may buy of them what we pleaſe , and 
leave the reſt to be ſoldio the Hefiers,} VNe Anſwer, we know wee 
may, and ſome of us doe ; but this wee can attirme, that the Comvers 
will (when trading gecth quick ) for their owne private gaine, entife a- 
way our Spinlters, not by giving them more tor their work , but by al: 
lowing, counſelling, and encouraging them to reele ſhorter and falfer 
than it ſhould be , andthey will take it off: their hands, and this many of: 
the honeſteſt Combers have ofcentimes in our heat11g complained of, 
a2d withed there might dee a power granted toremedy this great mil- 
chicfe ; and ſome of them do ſay, that jn avout 3O years trading with us, 
they were never damnihed by the {eizare of their yarne to the value of 
forty [ſhillings ; and we heartily with all the reſt were lixe them : And. 
this we can aftirm alſo,that ſome one of them have ſaid they lolt twenty 
pound in one yeare when trading was good, by having his Spinſters en- 
tiſed from him by ſome of their own Trade,who would take any length 
and tale of the Spialier, when the other would have his yarne made. 
to a certaine govadne!le and truth ; by all which 1t apveareth, the want 
of a due tezulation forall men to walke by, is hurtfull to all, and good for 
none. | They ſay, totell rhe number of Leas and Thread 1 a worke of- 
great difficulty.) Arſw.. And the;efore ſhall there de no Law,no Rule, 
nor power to finde ont ſuch defets? but their decet arid falihoodis ſo 
great, andtheirunjult gaine fo much, that rather than they will loſe 
that, (by Leing re&ified) they had rather we and all the Common-weatth 
ſhould beruinel), Hs 

They further charge us [That wee ſeeke to get an arbitrary power over 
their goods , and wonld monopolize ther wholly into our g=4E 

Oe eo Bc ens = An(w. 
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eAnſ. That that power cannot be arbitrary when it ſets out a ſtandiny 
rule (and that by a law) for all men to walke by, and this no new rule 
out what hath bin practiſed time out of minde amonre{t us, and is fo 
neceſlary for the well-being of our trade, that to alter it were to over- 
throw that whole manufature, Anda Monopoly it cannot be, becauſe 
they have their liderty whether they will bring any yarneto us ornot ; 
1f they doe, we expe&t it ſhould be made according to a knowne rule. 
| T hey plead 4 liberty of making falſe yarne to ſell tothe Hoſters, | Wee 
anſwer, by this they would perſwade the Parliament that the Hoſies 
1s content that they ſhould make their yarne falſe ; when the truth is 
the Hoſter doth complaine of it as well as the Weaver, and have alſo 
| bin by them deceived toa great vajue, even in that yarne which is made 
white and ſold by the pound, and doe cry to the Parliament for a re- 
formation of that avuſe : as may appeare by their (everall petitions 
from Norwrch and Tarmonth, preſented to our honourable Committee 
of Parlament, and are 1n the hand of Mr &arlazd Chaireman to that 
Committee. 

VI. In their 1xth reaſon, they ſay [That others no way interreſſed in 
the buſineſſe are more competent Judges than wee, meanirg the Say and 
Bay weavers, | Anſw. Herein they declare a meere falſehood, for 
many of thoſe that bring us this falie yarne are Say and Bay makers, 
and doe make ule of the lame yarne that wee doe; and when their Says 
and Bayes will not ſell, then they bring their yarne to us, and this 18 
the yarne we zre molt abuſed in: and belides, thoſe men who impioy 
themſelves wholly in making Sajes and Baies, doe ſay that the Combvers 
who trade to Norw:ch, are the onely caulc of the falle making of yarn; 
for when there is a quicke trade at Norwich, and Sayes and Bayes g0- 
e&th well alſo, the great ſtrife between them is, who ſhall get mot 
ſpinning, and therevy the Comber makes his advantage by taking 1n his 
yarne falſe, and {o $«t away the others ſpinners, and thereby deceive 
the Weaver allo : And when we finde fault with the Combers for 
bringing their yarne fo falſe te us, they ſay if they will not take ſuch, 
they mult lofe all their ſpinners ; for the Say and Bay makers will give 
the ſpinners worke and take any length and tale of them +: by which all 
men may plainely ſee, for want of a ſtanding rule to walke by, all wull 
run into a confalion. | | 

VII. In the ſeventh reaſon they ſay [ That by law the Maſter is not 

vniſhable. for the workemans faulr]) Wee anſwer, that batauſe they 

would be thought to know the law, therefore we demand ef them what 

law is againſtzt ; wee arc ſure the ſame praRice is in our trade (and 

ever was) as alſo in Colcheſter, and in all other parts of the Nation 

where the trade is under any government ; the Maſter carrieth bis- q 
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ware to beſcatched and ſcaled, ul if it be found defective it is ſerzed, 
and fined by a Jury of ſwerne men , who doe ſet a fine upon it an{we- 
rable to the dete& , and he cannot have his ware unlefle he payeth the 
fine , although the fault was made by the workeman, and this wee 
never accounted to be agatalt the law. By all which it appeares, we 
defire no more [power to regulate them, than wee doe againſt our 
ſelves, and yet they clamour againſt us ; but this the Comber cries out 
againſt, becauſe the createſt part of his profit lyeth jn this deceit : and 
thus it will appear It the Spinlter make but ſix Reel-Raffes of a pound dy 
her falſe reeling, more then indeed it is(were it truly reeled; Jar:d for this 
{ix Reel-ſtaffes the Comber alloweth her three pence, and ſelleth it to 
the weaver for nine pence - And befides the Comber many times 
when he findeth that the Spinſter hath reeled up her yarne falſe, he ma- 
keth her abate foure pence in twelve pence of ker wages, and then put- 
teth it among the relt and ſelleth altogether for true to ther Weaver, and 
ſo maketh a4vantage both of the poore Spinſter and Weaveralſo; too 
great a gaine to be fo 1ll got, and no mervyaile he is fo loath to have a 
regulation, but like Demetrius cries up this their great Diana. 

VIII. In their eighth reaſon they ſay [ T hat whez the defett bediſco- 
wered the ſeller abates of his price, and here they ſay our months are ſtopt, 
and wee anſwer uot aword. | Anſw, It we formerly have ſaid nothing 
[te this, wee have done them the more favour, and our ſelves the more 
-wrong, but this is as falſe as all thereſt ; and therefore we ſay, that 
when we come to buy their yarn ofthem, & diſcover the defects ther- 
of, and convince them that 1t wanteth a fift or fourth part of what it 
ſhould be;yet they willnot allow for what is wanting,but will ſay there 
it is, if yculike it not leave it withus; and when he js gone, (til the 
waite for a man of le{ſe judgement, or one that is not fo carefull to look 
to what he buyeth : andalthoughit we diſcovered by the other to be 
falſe, yet he ſelleth it to him. tor good, and fo maketha prey of him - 
and by this meanes they have undone many young trades-men, and 
wronged and deceived others to a great value.: and this is atrue anſwer 
toit, | 

IX, - Their ninth@aſon is, | That the ſelling yarne by length and tale 
doth occaſion it to be drawne to aſmalithread and beyond the ſtaple, ani ſo 
made infirme, ana by that meanes the ſtuffes are. diſcredited in forreigns 
parts ; and toprevent this they would ſell yarne bythe poxnd. | Auf. They 

have herein as inall the relt miſtated the caſe, . and fo have abuſed your 
Honours. 1. We demand of them who it is that caſteth the wooll cour- 
© ſerthanit ſhould be, but the. Comber. 2.' Who it is that cauſeth the 
yarne to be drawne too ſmall but the Comber; when he hireth the Spin- 
ſer to make as many Reel-ftaffesof her pound of wooll as poſſibly ſhe 
| : LET HERE E205 5 LPR 
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can ; for according to the number of the Reel-ſtzfles in a pound, fo 15 
his price more or lefſe, not caring how falle it be, fo jt may Þdring hin 
in gain; now the courſer the wooll1s, the worle it js for the Spinker, 


and the more infirme it is, which makes jt the worſe for the weaver, 


and maKes his fiuffes to be diſcredited both at home and in forraigne 
parts; and who haththe preſent good of all this but the Comber ? So 
by their own confefling, they are the cauſe of the diſcredit of the ſtuffs, 
which will tend to the overthrow of the trade, and inthe end will ruine 
the poore for want of imployment, and the remedy which they pre- 
ſcribe is worſe than the miſchiefe, namely {cling yarne by the pound ; 
for then wee mult Jay atide all our richeſt and beſt ſiufes whichare 
made of the tinelt yarne that can be ſpunne, if the wool be anſwerable 
n finenefſe ; which ſtuftes tor variety of ſorts and goodneſſe of ma- 
King, all the Nation have not thelike. Againe jf we buy yarne by the 
pound, we areat no certainty how to make our ltnffes either in length 
bredth or goodnefle. of making, nor how much to buy, and put out to 
the dying to make a peece of tufte on ; . which will'inevitably undoe vs. 


X, Thcir tenth reaſon is, [That the Weavers who buy their yarne by the pound,make 
the beſt an4 moſt durable ſiuſpes. | Anſm, There is not one word or {yllable of rruth 
;n their reaſon, or in their reply, if it be rightly underſtood ; for in all other pla- 
ces where there 1s ſtuttes made, either they wake them all white, (and o there is nor 
fuch difficulty 1a making them)or elle they are helped by ſcowi ing or thickning after 
they be wrought; bur tor the N-/7 wich ſtuttes rhe orcate!lt part utthem are made i: 
colours and dyed in the yarn, and we bound by the orders of our tradeto make then 
of tuil length, bredth, and to fuch a number of threads in the bred:th, orelſc wee 
cannot have them fealed, and ſo paſſe for currant made ſtuffes where ever they bez 
vended; the truthis, in Norwich and Norfolk, we have not lefle then fitty or ſixty 
ſ{verall ſorts of Ntuffes, all which are very uſctull and beneficizll to the Common- 
wealth, the greateſt part of which would be wholly overthrowne and loſt to this Na- 
tion, iftheſe Combers thould have their unjuſt defires ; fer if the Weavers trade bc 
Lit the poore mult {cone be ruined for want of imployment : and as it is deſtru- 
Aive to our trade, lo it is more deceittull ro rhe Common- wealth ; and thus ir doth 
aprCare, 

1, [nthe ſayming of the wool!, the beſt ſayme for lightnefle in weight, .and for 
cleaneneſic in ſcouring is Sivill oyle, and that we defire all our yarne ſnould be ſay- 
med with ; bur this being dearer to the Cember, racrefore for their owne adyan- 
rage they will ſayme with Rape oyle, Whey butter, Gaoſe-greaſe, and Kitching- 
fuffe, and ſuch like filthy ſtuffe ; and a pound of Sivill oyle will ſayme as much 
wooll as two pound of the other, ſo thatrhe worſe the ſaywe be, the more it will 
weigh, and who will uſe the beſt if they ſell by weighr, for the worſt is moſt far 
the Cormbers profic, and for every ſhilling the Comber ſaves by this, the Cmmon- 
wealth may loſe rwenty ſhillings, for the filthy ſayme will never be cleane ſcoured 


out, wee ſcouring all our yarne before we worke it into ſtuftes, ſand not worke in - 


the greſe as the Clothiers, Bay and Say Weavers doe) and waen theſe yarnes can- 
nor be cleane ſcoured, they cannot take good colours ; and when they are cloſe 


packed up and ſent beyond the ſea, they-wiil ger a heate, and mould, ſtink and - 


. ror, and allthis fer the benekt of the Comber onely. 
*. The Combers bring their yarge ſome. rwenty, thirty, or fourty miles upo! 
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norle-backe in a pack-cloth , through wer and dirt ; they come into Norwzch over 
night, and maketheir market the ſame night, or the next day at furtheſt, andwe 
know nothing will ſucke up water like wool or yarne and how fit this yarn will be to 
ſel by the pound, we leave to your Honours, and all men to judge. 

3. If they ſhould ſell yarne by the pound , rhe greateſt parr of our yarne would 
be ſpoiled by makizg it uncyen,great and gouty,and1o ſpoile the wooll,and therby we 
ſhould be neceſlitared ro make our ſtuffs worſe for the Commonwealth than ever. 

4. Many times their Spinſters cirher loſe or ſteale part of their wool, and to make 
it govd tothe Comber, do wet, ſtrew ſand, ſalt,and dirty it what they can to make uv 
their weight ; and is this fir to be fold by rhe pound as they would have it? And like- 
wiſe the Gabers do ule deceit by laying their yarne in ſellers and moiſt places, and 
otherwaies abuſe ir ; bur this may be fufficient ro informe your Honeurs what juſt 
cauſe wee have to complaine, and what need there is of a juſt and due regulation, 
that ſo we may honour God by doing the work of righteouſneſle in our callings, which 
will be the honour ofour nation, 

XI, Their eleventh reaſon is, [That as before thry charge us with an indeavony to 
monopolize ] Anſw, And this is even astrue as all che reſt, and herein we thinke 
that the Combers know nat what a monopoly is, and therefore know not whar they 
lay ; wee have alwaies extremely hated monopolizing, and when they can make 
it appeare that there is any colour of monopoly in ir, we ſhall lay ic downe for ever, 

The caſe isrtruly rhus; the Combers make yarne for the uſe of the No7wich and 
Norfolk Weavers, the which they bring to Norwich to ſell, and there they may Kay 
as long as they pleaſe, and have liberty ro fell ro what Weayrer or Hooſier they 
pleaſe, and may ſell their yarne for what price they can ger,: and either by weight or 
r2le, if any will buy itſ@ of them : And we defire no law ro hinder them or take away 
their liberty in any ofthcſle things ; bur thar.which we defire, is rhat all yarns may be 
reeled to a certain length & tale, which makes it more fit for any uſe than otherwiſe, 
and is indeed the onely way to prevent deceit ; and becauſe they may nor be leitat 
liberty to deceive the buyer of a tourth or third part, ſomerimes more, of what he by y- 
eth and paycth for ; and becauſe we ſecke,a power to puniſh ſuch deceit, therefore 
rhey cry out a Monopoly, [ They further ſay that in caſe they lay downe their trade 
(as they call ut) that we cannot ſet the poore on worke. ] By which (implicicely ) they 
ſceme to threaten the Parliament, thar if they may nor have liberry to uſe ({withour 
controulr ) that deceit which they have now pratiſed for theſe ſeven yeares, they 
will lay.down their trade, We {hotly anſwer, that if they be ſuffered by this pra- 
Rice to overthrow the Weavers trade, and ſo undoe us, both they and we muſt 1a 
downe all rraging, and the poore be wholly undone for want of imployment : for 
the ComberF have not lefie of the Weavers of Norwich and Norfotke weekely than 
1500 972003 |. for yarnes bought of them, [ And whereas they ſeeme to boaſt of their 
great eſtates |Iruly we tninke they have cauſe to be thankefull ro us, for ſurely they 
have got thembyus z we wiſh we could not ſay they had got them from us,and thar 
by decelf too, the Weayers being deceived by them to the value of 2co l.andupwards 
every weeke of our trading with them, in the ſhortnefle and falſenefl: of our yarnes. 

New ſceing as we have truly made it appeare, this praftice of the Comber hath 
been very oppieſlive to the poore, deceirfull ro the Weaver, and deſtruRive ro ihe 
well-being of the Common-wealch ; for righteous and juſt dealing exalteth a Na- 
tion, butt ftaud and deceit 1s a ſhame to any people; Our humble deſire is that your 
Honours would take it into your ſerious conliderations, and doe between us accor. 
ding tothe rules of juſtice and righteouſnefle, thac we may ſpeedily be diſcharged of 
our long and tedious attendance, our large and great expences, and may returne 
home to our families and callings, and cont:nue to pray that God would proſper yu 


in your great and laborious endeavours in perfeting the great worke of reformati. 
011 tis Nation, 
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